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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 



SIR: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97-1 .99 the Applicant hereby submits 

(a) the attached list of prior art, which in the reasonable opinion of 
Applicant may be material to patentability of the claimed invention, within the meaning 
of 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and/or which has been cited in the Preliminary Search Report 
prepared by the European Patent Office in respect of the corresponding French 
application; 

(b) a copy of the Preliminary Search Report, which is attached for the U.S. 
Examiner to know the first opinion of the Examiner of the E.P.O. and the portions of the 
references found pertinent by the latter; 

(c) a copy of the references cited under (a) and an English abstract of 
the French reference no. 2 674 590. GB patent no. 2282430 is the counterpart of 
the German reference no. 44 35 431 US 6,637,734 is the counterpart of the French 
reference no. FR 2828540 (FR 01 10545). 

Consideration and citation of the references are respectfully solicited. 
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McCracken & Frank LLP 
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J. William Frank III, Esq, 
Dated: April 8, 2004 
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I hereby certify that the following "Information Disclosure Statement' 1 is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service on April 8, 2004, in an envelope addressed to 
the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,via first class 
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Attorneys At Law 




J. William Frank III, Esq. 
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